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Start by Believing in the Heartland
EVAWI is pleased to showcase Start by Believing 
campaigns in the Heartland of the United States - 
specifically in Illinois and Iowa. 

Bi-State Campaign

In April 2018, Family Resources, Survivor Services, a dual 
sexual assault and domestic violence services agency, 
began a Start by Believing campaign covering eight 
counties in the "quad cities" area of Illinois and Iowa. 

Start by Believing supporters in Moline, Illinois

As part of their campaign, Family Resources, Survivor 
Services hosted panel discussions of first responders 
discussing supportive ways to respond to victims of sexual 
assault. To help spread the word about Start by Believing, 
Family Resources, Survivor Services enlisted volunteers to 
distribute postcards and posters throughout the 
community.
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Additionally, five billboards in English and Spanish were 
placed throughout Rock Island County, Illinois:

Rock Island Billboard

Media Attention

Family Resources, Survivor Services connected with local 
media outlets to officially kick things off on April 4th. 
Reporter Jesyka Dereta did a segment describing the 
campaign and encouraging others to follow her lead by 
taking the pledge and posting it on social media. They also 
filmed a PSA to promote their campaign.

Now, let's take a look at another campaign in southern 
Illinois.

Call for Help, Inc.

Call for Help Inc. is a social services agency serving 
victims of sexual assault in four counties in southern 
Illinois. Armed with the knowledge that sexual assault is 
drastically underreported in these counties, Call for Help 
Inc. began looking for a way to encourage survivors to 
come forward for help and support. They decided Start by 
Believing was a way to address this issue and began 
reaching out to law enforcement agencies and policy 
leaders to gauge support and interest. They were 
astounded at the enthusiastic response they received! 

In this first year, Call for Help, Inc. focused on two 
counties: Monroe and Randolph and planned separate 
kickoff events for each county. During a press conference 
in Randolph County, a survivor shared a powerful story of 
what hearing "I believe you" meant to her. State's Attorney 
Jeremy Walker also read a proclamation expressing 

Support EVAWI by Shopping
AmazonSmile

EVAWI CFC Designation 
# 11400



Illinois State Senator 
Paul Schimpf, 58th 

District

support for Start by Believing. Numerous law enforcement 
agencies, community and policy leaders, participated in the 
event. You can learn more about the Randolph county 
event here.

Village of Steeleville Board (Randolph County, Illinois)

In Monroe County, State's Attorney 
Chris Hitzeman began their event by 
reading a proclamation of support, 
followed by Illinois State Senator Paul 
Schimpf who led the crowd in taking 
the pledge as a community. Columbia 
Mayor Kevin Hutchinson and 
Waterloo Mayor Tom Smith attended, 
along with Columbia Police Chief 
Jerry Paul, Waterloo Deputy Police 
Chief Jeff Prosise, and members of 
the Columbia City Council. 

Monroe County event

Reaching out to additional counties is in the works, and we 
are looking forward to hearing more about the ways in 
which the Start by Believing philosophy creates positive 
change in Southern Illinois! 

Join the Heartland!



We are thrilled that these Illinois and Iowa communities 
joined others around the United States and the world in 
becoming Start by Believing communities. We hope you 
are as inspired by them as we are! If your community has 
not yet participated in Start by Believing, it's not too late. 
You can be the voice to create change in your community - 
and we have everything you need to get started right here.

End Violence Against Women International

Vision Statement:  We envision a world where gender-based violence is unacceptable; where 
perpetrators are held accountable, and victims receive the compassion, support, and justice they deserve.

Mission Statement:  We inspire and educate those who respond to gender-based violence, equipping 
them with the knowledge and tools they need to support victims and hold perpetrators accountable.  We 
promote victim-centered, multidisciplinary collaboration, which strengthens the response of the criminal 
justice system, other professionals, allies, and the general public -- making communities safer. 
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